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                                           Informal Interpretation 

Request 
Date: 01/02/24 
 
 
NFPA Document No. that is the subject of the question: NFPA 101 Life safety. 
Edition of the NFPA Document: 2018 
Chapter and Paragraph of the NFPA Document: Chapter 15.2.2.2.4 
 
Explain how the Petitioner’s substantial interests are being affected by 
the question below:   
 
Because it is rare for any door barricade system to meet life safety 
standards, when we call upon potential clients about our Rhinoware door 
barricade system, the potential clients typically respond with, “Our Fire 
Marshal will not approve any door barricade system". This response comes 
prior to them seeing or learning about our product. The comment is based 
on fear of investing funds and having the Fire Marshal require the tool’s 
removal after the investment is made. This is impeding our business 
interests by inserting a significant hurdle in bringing our product to market. 
In addition, schools, businesses, and places of worship are looking to add 
levels of security to their facilities, and with door barricade systems having a 
blanket assumption of ‘noncompliance’ it is preventing them from adding 
this layer of safety for their staff, children, members, and visitors. Finally, 
most potential clients are unfamiliar with the fire codes and therefore the 
demonstration of the features that do ensure compliance with NFPA 101 
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does not ease their concern about purchasing the product. I am confident 
this informal interpretation will help potential clients feel more comfortable 
and confident to ask their Fire Marshal if Rhinoware meets the NFPA 101 
codes, thus reducing the barrier in our business efforts, which will expedite 
this layer of safety in our communities. I feel it will also help the fire 
community recognize that we are respectful and responsive to the fire codes 
to ensure we are bringing safety and value, with compliance.  
 
Enter the Petitioner’s question concerning an interpretation of the 
FFPC:  
 
Does Rhinoware Door Lockdown system version 4 meet NFPA 101 codes?  
(Please review the video demonstrations of the specific codes.) 
https://bit.ly/46LQIx4  
 
Committees Answer:  
 
Yes, 
 
As the Florida Fire Prevention Code intent is to protect from dangers to life 
from fire (NFPA 101 1.1.2) and to establish minimum criteria for the design 
of egress to allow prompt escape for occupants (NFPA 101 1.1.3) it also 
addresses considerations that are essential to life safety in recognition of the 
fact that life safety is more than a matter of egress (NFPA 101 1.1.4). 
With this in mind, although active shooter and other similar events are not 
addressed directly in the life safety code they have become a major Life 
Safety consideration to be factored in for educational and other at-risk 
occupancies. It is our opinion that the “rhinoware door lockdown” as 
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shown and demonstrated by literature and video meets the following life 
safety Code requirements. 
 
 

• The unlocking and unlatching from the classroom side of the door can 
be accomplished without the use of a key, tool, or special knowledge or 
effort. 2018 NFPA 101 15.2.2.2.4 (1) 

 
• The releasing mechanism for unlocking and unlatching shall be located 

at a height not less than 34 in. (865 mm) and not exceeding 48 in. 
(1220 mm) above the finished floor. Alternative designs, products or 
technologies may be used, provided they result in substantially 
equivalent or greater accessibility and usability. 2018 NFPA 101 
15.2.2.2.4 (2) 

 
• The door shall be capable of being unlocked and opened from outside 

the room with the necessary key or other credential. 2018 NFPA 101 
15.2.2.2.4 (3) 

 
• The locking means shall not modify the door closer, panic hardware, or 

fire exit hardware. 2018 NFPA 101 15.2.2.2.4 (4) (* see Note below) 
 

• Modifications to a fire door and fire door assemblies, including door 
hardware, shall be in accordance with National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 80: Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening 
Protectives (2010). 2018 NFPA 101 15.2.2.2.4 (5) 
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Note: * Rooms or areas that are required to have panic hardware due to 
occupant load requirements would not be compliant with Florida Fire 
Prevention Code. 
 
 

Region 1 - Delegate:  Byron Bennett, North Bay Fire Control District 

                    Alternate:   William (Michael) Hall, Marianna Fire Rescue 

Region 2 - Delegate: Jason R. Greisl, Tallahassee Fire 

                    Alternate:   Vacant 

 

Region 3 - Delegate:  James Groff, Jacksonville F. R. (Committee Chair) 

                    Alternate: Silver Chip Ware 

Region 4 - Delegate: Taylor Riley, Lakeland Fire Rescue 

                    Alternate: Karl Thompson 

 

Region 5 - Delegate:  Anthony Apfelbeck, Altamonte Springs Building Department 

                    Alternate:   Christina Diaz, Seminole County Fire Department 

 

Region 6 - Delegate: Robert Salvaggio, Cape Coral Fire Rescue 

                    Alternate: Vacant 

Region 7 - Delegate: (Kenneth) Sean Brown, Broward Sheriff Fire Rescue & Emergency Services  

                    Alternate: Rebecca Geimer Tamarac Fire Rescue 
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